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Since 1982, the Ounce of Prevention Fund has o

persistently pursued a single goal: that all Our Mission

American children - particularly those born into

poverty — have quality early childhood The Ounce of Prevention Fund
experiences in the crucial first five years of life. gives children in poverty the best

chance for success in school and
Children born into poverty begin life with the odds | in life by advocating for and

stacked against them. That's not just unfortunate providing the highest quality care
for them. It's a problem for all of us — one that can | @nd education from birth to age
and must be solved. five.

The Ounce is demonstrating effective solutions every day. Our work is anchored in a
growing body of scientific evidence about early brain development. We use private
dollars to apply that science in developing innovative programs, and then leverage
public funding to support their implementation and replication.

Here's what we do:

¢ We serve 3,300 children and families through Early Head Start and Head Start
programs we fund and operate in Chicago, as well as through our network of
home-visiting and doula programs throughout lllinois.

e We educate more than 3,000 program, community and opinion leaders about
key issues in early childhood development.

¢ We teach 150 low-income infants, toddlers, preschoolers and their families at
Educare, our birth-to-five school in Chicago that has become a national model
for early childhood education. Across the nation, we serve more than 2,000
children and families at the 13 operational Educare Schools in the Educare
Learning Network, a collaboration of the Ounce of Prevention Fund and the
Buffett Early Childhood Fund.

¢ We advocate for sound public policies for young children in lllinois through the
Kids Public Education and Policy Project (Kids PEPP) and nationally through the
First Five Years Fund.

e We partner with advocacy organizations in 16 states and Washington, DC, to
build their capacity to advance policy change and increase public investments
in effective birth-to-five programs.

e We train nearly 3,000 community-based early childhood professionals throughout
llinois.

e We also provide technical assistance and training to more than 650 staff
members working in 10 states where the Educare Learning Network has
operating schoaols.

¢ We reach an estimated 11,500 children and families through a network of early
childhood providers who have been trained by the Ounce.
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